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I

Preface
From Ruin to Eden

lost R1.4 million to gambling. Not gradually, not on a single

catastrophic night,  but through the slow, grinding machin‐

ery of an addiction that consumed six years of my life, shredded

my dignity, and brought me to the edge of financial and spiri‐

tual destruction. I sat at casino tables while my future burned. I

chased losses with money that belonged to my children’s inheri‐

tance.  I  lied to  the people closest  to  me about where that  lost

wealth was going, and then I lied to myself about why.

I was a Christian the entire time.

I  had  heard  every  sermon  on  prosperity  and  every  warning

against the love of money. But I was not walking in any of it. None

of  it  stopped  me,  because  I  was  operating  in  a  system  I  didn’t

understand—a  system  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  how  much

Scripture  I  could  recite  and  everything  to  do  with  lacking  an

understanding of God’s bounty.

I was living in the ignorance and iniquity of Babylon. And it was

eating me alive.

This book was born in the wreckage of that season. Not as theory

constructed in comfort, but as truth discovered in crisis. The prin‐

ciples you will encounter in these pages were forged in the fire of

my own spectacular failure, tested against my financial devasta‐

tion, and found—by the sheer grace of God—to be reliable.

I’m not sharing my story to make myself the hero of a redemp‐

tion  narrative.  Instead,  I’m  establishing  something  essential

before you read another word: the EDEN ECONOMY—an economic

system wherein prosperity is governed by divine laws—is not for

the perfect. It is for the broken. It is not a reward for the righteous

but  a  lifeline  for  the  drowning.  If  you’ve  failed  with  money,  if

you’ve wasted what God entrusted to you, if you carry the shame of

financial decisions that still  wake you at three in the morning—
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you’re exactly the reader this book was written for.

Now let me tell you what I discovered on the other side of ruin.

The Two Trees
In the centre of Eden stood two trees. Not one. Two.

The  TREE  OF  LIFE  offered  sustenance  without  striving—fruit

that nourished simply because man1 was in the Garden of Eden and

his Maker made provision for him. The TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF

GOOD AND EVIL offered something different: the power to judge, to

categorise, to determine for oneself what was beneficial and what

was harmful. It promised wisdom, but all it offered was knowledge

severed from its Source.

Humanity chose the second tree. And we have been eating from

it ever since.

This choice echoes through every generation, and nowhere more

loudly  than  in  the  Church’s  conversation  about  money.  For  cen‐

turies, the Body of Christ has been trapped in a debate that is itself

the fruit  of  the wrong tree—an endless argument about whether

wealth is  “good” or  “evil,”  whether abundance is  a  blessing or  a

curse, and whether prosperity indicates divine favour or spiritual

compromise.

On one side stand those who have made wealth the measure of

faith.  They  have  constructed  a  theology  where  God  becomes  a

transaction partner, where if you say a certain number of prayers

or  donate  a  certain  amount,  you’re  guaranteed  an  equivalent

return,  and where lack becomes evidence of  spiritual  deficiency.

They quote Deuteronomy 8:18—“It is He who gives you power to get

wealth”—but neglect the verse’s completion: “that He may establish

His COVENANT.” They have severed the gift from its purpose.

On the other side stand those who have made poverty the proof

of  purity.  They  have  spiritualised  lack  until  it  became  a  virtue,

treating material struggle as the narrow path and financial margin

as the wide road to destruction. They quote Jesus—“Blessed are the

poor”—but fail to hear Him also say, “I have come that they may
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have life, and have it abundantly.” They have confused detachment

from wealth with hostility towards it.

In South Africa, this tension carries a particular weight. We

live in a nation where prosperity movements fill stadiums with

promises of financial breakthrough, while, in the same cities, a

LIBERATION  THEOLOGY  tradition  insists  that  solidarity  with

the poor demands suspicion of wealth.  The young professional

in  Sandton  and  the  street  trader  in  Alexandra  hear  different

gospels  about  the  same God and the same money.  Both camps

speak with conviction. Both cite Scripture. And both are eating

from the same tree.

Both are asking the wrong question. The question is not whether

money is good or evil—money is neither. The question is whether we

are drawing our life from the Tree of Life or the Tree of Knowledge

of Good and Evil. It is also whether our economic existence flows

from our relationship with the Father or  from our own anxious

judgements about what we need and how to get it.

This book is an invitation back to the other tree.

The Gate and the Garden
When  Adam  and  Eve  were  expelled  from  Eden,  God  placed

cherubim  and  a  flaming  sword  at  the  Garden’s  entrance  “to

guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).  The path was

blocked.  The  economy  of  effortless  provision  was  closed.

Humanity was consigned to an economy of thorns and sweat, of

scarcity and striving.

But the gate was guarded, not destroyed. The way was blocked,

not erased.  There remained a “way to the tree of  life”—it  simply

required a passage that humanity couldn’t make on its own.

Centuries later, a thief hung dying beside Jesus on Calvary. In

his  final  moments,  he  turned  and  said,  “Lord,  remember  me

when  You  come  into  Your  kingdom.”  Jesus  replied  with  words

that should arrest every reader: “Today you will be with Me in

Paradise” (Luke 23:43).
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The  Greek  word  Jesus  used—paradeisos—implies  “Garden  of

Eden.” Jesus was not speaking merely of Heaven as a future desti‐

nation. He was announcing that the gate had reopened. The flaming

sword had been sheathed.  The way back to  the Tree of  Life—the

economy of provision flowing from presence—was accessible again.

The Cross is that gate.

This is the theological foundation of everything that follows in

this book. The Eden Economy is not a technique for getting more

money. It is not a spiritualised version of wealth-building strate‐

gies. It is an entirely different economic system—one that existed

before THE FALL, was closed at the Fall, and was reopened at the

Cross. To enter it requires passage through that gate. To operate

within it  requires  understanding laws  that  the world’s  economy

does not recognise.

What this Book Offers
The  Eden  Economy  is  built  on  a  simple  conviction:  laws  govern

divine  provision  just  as  laws  govern  physical  reality.  Gravity

doesn’t require your belief to operate; neither does God’s supernat‐

ural multiplication of your provision. These aren’t arbitrary rules

imposed by a demanding God—they’re the architecture of reality

itself, expressions of how creation was designed to function.

In the chapters that follow, you will encounter these laws. They

aren’t  formulas  for  manipulating  God  into  releasing  blessings—

they’re patterns for  aligning yourself  with the flow of  provision

already  moving  through  creation.  The  difference  is  crucial:  a

formula puts you in control; alignment puts you in position.

Part I is all about establishing the foundation. In Chapter 1, we

will begin where God began—in Eden—to understand how humanity

chose a life of toil over God’s original provision. We will see how

Christ’s death restored access to Eden. In Chapter 2, we will learn

that to regain access, we must assume the identity of the STEWARD

who  governs  KINGDOM  resources,  trusting  in  God’s  provision

rather than our own. Chapter 3’s Law of Alignment shows us how to
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position ourselves to receive our blessing. The Law of SEEDTIME

AND HARVEST (Chapter 4) explains the principles behind sowing

and reaping—when to sow and reap, and how God will multiply your

harvest exponentially.

In Part  II,  we discover  the operational  laws that  allow you to

carry  out  your  new  role:  Generosity  (Chapter  5),  Stewardship

(Chapter  6),  Diligence  (Chapter  7),  Rest  (Chapter  8),  Wisdom

(Chapter 9), and Faith (Chapter 10).

Part  III  is  all  about  moulding  your  character  to  ensure  your

gains are sustainable. We look at the laws of Integrity (Chapter 11),

Gratitude  (Chapter  12),  Community  (Chapter  13),  and  ETERNAL

PERSPECTIVE (Chapter 14).

Finally, in Part IV, we see that once you understand and apply

these laws, you are automatically involved in spiritual warfare as

the enemy tries to bring about your economic downfall,  but God

fights on your behalf (Chapter 15: The Law of Divine Contention).

Then, in Chapter 16, we learn about the silent—but crucial—law of

translating every principle into practical strategy, with particular

attention to the South African context.

Throughout, I will draw primarily from Scripture and the pat‐

terns revealed in the lives of those who walked with God. The Word

of God contains sufficient wisdom for every dimension of economic

life. Our poverty of insight exists not because Scripture is silent,

but because we have not listened carefully enough.

How to Read this Book
I invite you to approach these pages with five postures:

1. Prayerfully—not  as  a  student  seeking  data,  but  as  a  priest

seeking revelation. Do not rush. Let each chapter settle in your

spirit until it becomes conviction rather than concept.

2. Positionally—filtering  every  instruction  through  Christ’s  fin‐

ished work. You are not a beggar convincing God to bless you.

You  are  an  heir  learning  to  walk  in  an  inheritance  already

secured.
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3. Prophetically—asking  the  Holy  Spirit  to  reveal  your  specific

assignment. It is not enough to simply desire divine provision.

You must take up your divine assignment. What has God called

you to build?

4. Practically—committing to implementation.  Theology that doesn’t

reach your bank account hasn’t yet touched your life.

5. Communally—inviting others into the journey.  The Kingdom of

God  is  a  body,  not  a  severed  limb.  Financial  isolation  breeds

financial deception. Find partners to walk this road with you.

As you work through the chapters and encounter any unfamiliar

theological terms, remember to consult the Glossary at the back of

this book.

An Invitation
The economy of Eden never ceased operating. The rivers still flow.

The gold is still good. The Tree of Life still bears fruit—twelve kinds;

one  for  each  month,  with  leaves  for  the  healing  of  nations

(Revelation 22:2). What closed was not the system but our access to

it. What opened at Calvary was not a new economy but the ancient

one, restored.

You have been invited back into the Garden. Not as a visitor, but

as a steward. Not to take, but to tend. Not to hoard, but to channel.

Your task is not to create supply but to align with the One who sup‐

plies.

I write to you from a nation where load-shedding darkens busi‐

nesses,  where  the  Rand’s  volatility  shakes  household  budgets,

where youth unemployment mocks the ambitions of an entire gen‐

eration. I write to you from the road, not from the destination. I am

still learning, still growing, still being sanctified in my relation‐

ship with money and resources. But I can tell you this with absolute

certainty: the system works. The God who restored what my locusts

devoured  is  the  same  God  who  will  meet  you  wherever  you  are

standing.
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The table is set. The gate is open.

Welcome to the Eden Economy.

Chapter Notes
1. In this book, wherever I make use of masculine terms, such as “man,” “men,”

and “his,” I do so with the express intention of being gender inclusive.   
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